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Selected Passages: 
 

On his African origins: 

My father was one of those elders or chiefs I have spoken of, and was styled Embrenche; a term, as I 
remember, importing the highest distinction, and signifying in our language a mark of grandeur. This mark 
is conferred on the person entitled to it, by cutting the skin across at the top of the forehead, and 
drawing it down to the eye-brows; and while it is in this situation applying a warm hand, and rubbing 
it until it shrinks up into a thick weal across the lower part of the forehead. Most of the judges and 
senators were thus marked; my father had long born it: I had seen it conferred on one of my brothers, and I 
was also destined to receive it by my parents. (v. I, p. 5-6) 

On the African slave trade: 
 
When a trader wants slaves, he applies to a chief for them, and tempts him with his wares. It is not 
extraordinary, if on this occasion he yields to the temptation with as little firmness, and accepts the price of 
his fellow creatures liberty with as little reluctance as the enlightened merchant. Accordingly he falls on his 
neighbours, and a desperate battle ensues. If he prevails and takes prisoners, he gratifies his avarice by 
selling them; but, if his party be vanquished, and he falls into the hands of the enemy, he is put to 
death: for, as he has been known to foment their quarrels, it is thought dangerous to let him survive, and no 
ransom can save him, though all other prisoners may be redeemed. We have fire-arms, bows and arrows, 
broad two-edged swords and javelins: we have shields also which cover a man from head to foot. All are 
taught the use of these weapons; even our women are warriors, and march boldly out to fight along with the 
men. Our whole district is a kind of militia: on a certain signal given, such as the firing of a gun at night, they 
all rise in arms and rush upon their enemy. (v. I, p. 24-25) 
 
On his name: 
 
I was named Olaudah, which, in our language, signifies vicissitude or fortune also, one favoured, and 
having a loud voice and well spoken. (v. I, p. 31) 
 
In this place I was called Jacob; but on board the African snow I was called Michael. (v. I, p. 93) 
 
While I was on board this ship, my captain and master named me Gustavus Vasa. I at that time began to 
understand him a little, and refused to be called so, and told him as well as I could that I would be called 
Jacob; but he said I should not, and still called me Gustavus; and when I refused to answer to my new 
name, which at first I did, it gained me many a cuff; so at length I submitted, and was obliged to bear 
the present name, by which I have been known ever since. (v. I, p. 96) 
 
On his capture: 

But alas! ere long it was my fate to be thus attacked, and to be carried off, when none of the grown people 
were nigh. One day, when all our people were gone out to their works as usual, and only I and my dear 
sister were left to mind the house, two men and a woman got over our walls, and in a moment seized us 
both, and, without giving us time to cry out, or make resistance, they stopped our mouths, and ran off 
with us into the nearest wood. Here they tied our hands, and continued to carry us as far as they could, till 
night came on, when we reached a small house, where the robbers halted for refreshment, and spent the 
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night. We were then unbound, but were unable to take any food; and, being quite overpowered by fatigue and 
grief, our only relief was some sleep, which allayed our misfortune for a short time.  

The next morning we left the house, and continued travelling all the day. For a long time we had kept the 
woods, but at last we came into a road which I believed I knew. I had now some hopes of being delivered; 
for we had advanced but a little way before I discovered some people at a distance, on which I began to cry 
out for their assistance: but my cries had no other effect than to make them tie me faster and stop my mouth, 
and then they put me into a large sack. They also stopped my sister's mouth, and tied her hands; and in this 
manner we proceeded till we were out of the sight of these people. When we went to rest the following 
night they offered us some victuals; but we refused it; and the only comfort we had was in being in one 
another's arms all that night, and bathing each other with our tears. But alas! we were soon deprived 
of even the small comfort of weeping together. The next day proved a day of greater sorrow than I had 
yet experienced; for my sister and I were then separated, while we lay clasped in each other's arms. It 
was in vain that we besought them not to part us; she was torn from me, and immediately carried 
away, while I was left in a state of distraction not to be described. I cried and grieved continually; and for 
several days I did not eat any thing but what they forced into my mouth. At length, after many days 
travelling, during which I had often changed masters, I got into the hands of a chieftain, in a very pleasant 
country. This man had two wives and some children, and they all used me extremely well, and did all they 
could to comfort me; particularly the first wife, who was something like my mother. Although I was a great 
many days journey from my father's house, yet these people spoke exactly the same language with us. (v. I, 
p. 48-51) 

On the Middle Passage: 

Thus I continued to travel, sometimes by land, sometimes by water, through different countries and various 
nations, till, at the end of six or seven months after I had been kidnapped, I arrived at the sea coast. It would 
be tedious and uninteresting to relate all the incidents which befell me during this journey, and which I have 
not yet forgotten; of the various hands I passed through, and the manners and customs of all the different 
people among whom I lived: I shall therefore only observe, that in all the places where I was the soil was 
exceedingly rich; the pomkins, eadas, plantains, yams, &c. &c. were in great abundance, and of incredible 
size. There were also vast quantities of different gums, though not used for any purpose; and every where a 
great deal of tobacco. The cotton even grew quite wild; and there was plenty of red-wood. I saw no 
mechanics whatever in all the way, except such as I have mentioned. The chief employment in all these 
countries was agriculture, and both the males and females, as with us, were brought up to it, and trained in 
the arts of war. 

        The first object which saluted my eyes when I arrived on the coast was the sea, and a slave ship, 
which was then riding at anchor, and waiting for its cargo. These filled me with astonishment, which 
was soon converted into terror when I was carried on board. I was immediately handled and tossed up 
to see if I were sound by some of the crew; and I was now persuaded that I had gotten into a world of 
bad spirits, and that they were going to kill me. Their complexions too differing so much from ours, their 
long hair, and the language they spoke, (which was very different from any I had ever heard) united to 
confirm me in this belief. Indeed such were the horrors of my views and fears at the moment, that, if ten 
thousand worlds had been my own, I would have freely parted with them all to have exchanged my condition 
with that of the meanest slave in my own country. When I looked round the ship too and saw a large 
furnace or copper boiling, and a multitude of black people of every description chained together, every 
one of their countenances expressing dejection and sorrow, I no longer doubted of my fate; and, quite 
overpowered with horror and anguish, I fell motionless on the deck and fainted. When I recovered a 
little I found some black people about me, who I believed were some of those who brought me on board, and 
had been receiving their pay; they talked to me in order to cheer me, but all in vain. I asked them if we were 
not to be eaten by those white men with horrible looks, red faces, and loose hair. They told me I was not; and 
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one of the crew brought me a small portion of spirituous liquor in a wine glass; but, being afraid of him, I 
would not take it out of his hand. One of the blacks therefore took it from him and gave it to me, and I took a 
little down my palate, which, instead of reviving me, as they thought it would, threw me into the greatest 
consternation at the strange feeling it produced, having never tasted any such liquor before.  

Soon after this the blacks who brought me on board went off, and left me abandoned to despair. I now saw 
myself deprived of all chance of returning to my native country, or even the least glimpse of hope of gaining 
the shore, which I now considered as friendly; and I even wished for my former slavery in preference to my 
present situation, which was filled with horrors of every kind, still heightened by my ignorance of what I was 
to undergo.  

I was not long suffered to indulge my grief; I was soon put down under the decks, and there I received 
such a salutation in my nostrils as I had never experienced in my life: so that, with the loathsomeness 
of the stench, and crying together, I became so sick and low that I was not able to cat, nor had I the 
least desire to taste any thing. I now wished for the last friend, death, to relieve me; but soon, to my 
grief, two of the white men offered me eatables; and, on my refusing to eat, one of them held me fast by 
the hands, and laid me across I think the windlass, and tied my feet, while the other flogged me 
severely. I had never experienced any thing of this kind before; and although, not being used to the water, I 
naturally feared that element the first time I saw it, yet nevertheless, could I have got over the nettings, I 
would have jumped over the side, but I could not; and, besides, the crew used to watch us very closely 
who were not chained down to the decks, lest we should leap into the water: and I have seen some of 
these poor African prisoners most severely cut for attempting to do so, and hourly whipped for not 
eating. This indeed was often the case with myself.  

In a little time after, amongst the poor chained men, I found some of my own nation, which in a small degree 
gave ease to my mind. I inquired of these what was to be done with us; they gave me to understand we were 
to be carried to these white people's country to work for them. I then was a little revived, and thought, if it 
were no worse than working, my situation was not so desperate: but still I feared I should be put to death, the 
white people looked and acted, as I thought, in so savage a manner; for I had never seen among any people 
such instances of brutal cruelty; and this not only shewn towards us blacks, but also to some of the 
whites themselves. One white man in particular I saw, when we were permitted to be on deck, flogged 
so unmercifully with a large rope near the foremast, that he died in consequence of it; and they tossed 
him over the side as they would have done a brute. This made me fear these people the more; and I 
expected nothing less than to be treated in the same manner. I could not help expressing my fears and 
apprehensions to some of my countrymen: I asked them if these people had no country, but lived in this 
hollow place (the ship): they told me they did not, but came from a distant one. 'Then,' said I, 'how comes it 
in all our country we never heard of them?' They told me because they lived so very far off. I then asked 
where were their women? had they any like themselves? I was told they had: 'and why,' said I, 'do we not see 
them?' they answered, because they were left behind. I asked how the vessel could go? they told me they 
could not tell; but that there were cloths put upon the masts by the help of the ropes I saw, and then the vessel 
went on; and the white men had some spell or magic they put in the water when they liked in order to stop 
the vessel. I was exceedingly amazed at this account, and really thought they were spirits. I therefore wished 
much to be from amongst them, for I expected they would sacrifice me: but my wishes were vain; for we 
were so quartered that it was impossible for any of us to make our escape.  

While we stayed on the coast I was mostly on deck; and one day, to my great astonishment, I saw one of 
these vessels coming in with the sails up. As soon as the whites saw it, they gave a great shout, at which we 
were amazed; and the more so as the vessel appeared larger by approaching nearer. At last she came to an 
anchor in my sight, and when the anchor was let go I and my countrymen who saw it were lost in 
astonishment to observe the vessel stop; and were now convinced it was done by magic. Soon after this the 
other ship got her boats out, and they came on board of us, and the people of both ships seemed very glad to 
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see each other. Several of the strangers also shook hands with us black people, and made motions with their 
hands, signifying I suppose we were to go to their country; but we did not understand them. At last, when the 
ship we were in had got in all her cargo, they made ready with many fearful noises, and we were all put 
under deck, so that we could not see how they managed the vessel. But this disappointment was the least of 
my sorrow. The stench of the hold while we were on the coast was so intolerably loathsome, that it was 
dangerous to remain there for any time, and some of us had been permitted to stay on the deck for the 
fresh air; but now that the whole ship's cargo were confined together, it became absolutely pestilential. 
The closeness of the place, and the heat of the climate, added to the number in the ship, which was so 
crowded that each had scarcely room to turn himself, almost suffocated us. This produced copious 
perspirations, so that the air soon became unfit for respiration, from a variety of loathsome smells, and 
brought on a sickness among the slaves, of which many died, thus falling victims to the improvident 
avarice, as I may call it, of their purchasers. This wretched situation was again aggravated by the 
galling of the chains, now become insupportable; and the filth of the necessary tubs, into which the 
children often fell, and were almost suffocated. The shrieks of the women, and the groans of the dying, 
rendered the whole a scene of horror almost inconceivable. Happily perhaps for myself I was soon 
reduced so low here that it was thought necessary to keep me almost always on deck; and from my extreme 
youth I was not put in fetters.  

In this situation I expected every hour to share the fate of my companions, some of whom were almost daily 
brought upon deck at the point of death, which I began to hope would soon put an end to my miseries. Often 
did I think many of the inhabitants of the deep much more happy than myself. I envied them the freedom 
they enjoyed, and as often wished I could change my condition for theirs. Every circumstance I met with 
served only to render my state more painful, and heighten my apprehensions, and my opinion of the cruelty 
of the whites. One day they had taken a number of fishes; and when they had killed and satisfied themselves 
with as many as they thought fit, to our astonishment who were on the deck, rather than give any of them to 
us to eat as we expected, they tossed the remaining fish into the sea again, although we begged and prayed 
for some as well as we could, but in vain; and some of my countrymen, being pressed by hunger, took an 
opportunity, when they thought no one saw them, of trying to get a little privately; but they were discovered, 
and the attempt procured them some very severe floggings. One day, when we had a smooth sea and 
moderate wind, two of my wearied countrymen who were chained together (I was near them at the 
time), preferring death to such a life of misery, somehow made through the nettings and jumped into 
the sea: immediately another quite dejected fellow, who, on account of his illness, was suffered to be 
out of irons, also followed their example; and I believe many more would very soon have done the same if 
they had not been prevented by the ship's crew, who were instantly alarmed. Those of us that were the most 
active were in a moment put down under the deck, and there was such a noise and confusion amongst the 
people of the ship as I never heard before, to stop her, and get the boat out to go after the slaves. However 
two of the wretches were drowned, but they got the other, and afterwards flogged him unmercifully for thus 
attempting to prefer death to slavery. (v. I, p. 69-82) 

On the cruel treatment of slaves: 

While I was thus employed by my master I was often a witness to cruelties of every kind, which were 
exercised on my unhappy fellow slaves. I used frequently to have different cargoes of new negroes in my 
care for sale; and it was almost a constant practice with our clerks, and other whites, to commit violent 
depredations on the chastity of the female slaves; and these I was, though with reluctance, obliged to submit 
to at all times, being unable to help them. When we have had some of these slaves on board my master's 
vessels to carry them to other islands, or to America, I have known our mates to commit these acts most 
shamefully, to the disgrace, not of Christians only, but of men. I have even known them gratify their 
brutal passion with females not ten years old; and these abominations some of them practised to such 
scandalous excess, that one of our captains discharged the mate and others on that account. And yet in 
Montserrat I have seen a negro man staked to the ground, and cut most shockingly, and then his ears 
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cut off bit by bit, because he had been connected with a white woman who was a common prostitute: as 
if it were no crime in the whites to rob an innocent African girl of her virtue; but most heinous in a black man 
only to gratify a passion of nature, where the temptation was offered by one of a different colour, though the 
most abandoned woman of her species.  

Another negro man was half hanged, and then burnt, for attempting to poison a cruel overseer. Thus 
by repeated cruelties are the wretched first urged to despair, and then murdered, because they still retain so 
much of human nature about them as to wish to put an end to their misery, and retaliate on their tyrants! 
These overseers are indeed for the most part persons of the worst character of any denomination of men in 
the West Indies. Unfortunately, many humane gentlemen, by not residing on their estates, are obliged to 
leave the management of them in the hands of these human butchers, who cut and mangle the slaves in a 
shocking manner on the most trifling occasions, and altogether treat them in every respect like brutes. They 
pay no regard to the situation of pregnant women, nor the least attention to the lodging of the field negroes. 
Their huts, which ought to be well covered, and the place dry where they take their little repose, are 
often open sheds, built in damp places; so that, when the poor creatures return tired from the toils of 
the field, they contract many disorders, from being exposed to the damp air in this uncomfortable 
state, while they are heated, and their pores are open. This neglect certainly conspires with many others 
to cause a decrease in the births as well as in the lives of the grown negroes. I can quote many instances of 
gentlemen who reside on their estates in the West Indies, and then the scene is quite changed; the 
negroes are treated with lenity and proper care, by which their lives are prolonged, and their masters 
are profited. To the honour of humanity, I knew several gentlemen who managed their estates in this 
manner; and they found that benevolence was their true interest. And, among many I could mention in 
several of the islands, I knew one in Montserrat*whose slaves looked remarkably well, and never needed any 
fresh supplies of negroes; and there are many other estates, especially in Barbadoes, which, from such 
judicious treatment, need no fresh stock of negroes at any time. I have the honour of knowing a most worthy 
and humane gentleman, who is a native of Barbadoes, and has estates there. This gentleman has written a 
treatise on the usage of his own slaves. He allows them two hours for refreshment at mid-day; and many 
other indulgencies and comforts, particularly in their lying; and, besides this, he raises more provisions on his 
estate than they can destroy; so that by these attentions he saves the lives of his negroes, and keeps them 
healthy, and as happy as the condition of slavery can admit. I myself, as shall appear in the sequel, managed 
an estate, where, by those attentions, the negroes were uncommonly cheerful and healthy, and did more work 
by half than by the common mode of treatment they usually do. For want, therefore, of such care and 
attention to the poor negroes, and otherwise pressed as they are, it is no wonder that the decrease 
should require 20,000 new negroes annually to fill up the vacant places of the dead. (v. I, p. 205-210) 

While I was in Montserrat I knew a negro man, named Emanuel Sankey, who endeavoured to escape from 
his miserable bondage, by concealing himself on board of a London ship: but fate did not favour the poor 
oppressed man; for, being discovered when the vessel was under sail, he was delivered up again to his 
master. This Christian master immediately pinned the wretch down to the ground at each wrist and 
ancle, and then took some sticks of sealing wax, and lighted them, and droped it all over his back. 
There was another master who was noted for cruelty; and I believe he had not a slave but what had 
been cut, and had pieces fairly taken out of the flesh: and, after they had been punished thus, he used 
to make them get into a long wooden box or case he had for that purpose, in which he shut them up 
during pleasure. It was just about the height and breadth of a man; and the poor wretches had no 
room, when in the case, to move. It was very common in several of the islands, particularly in St. 
Kitt's, for the slaves to be branded with the initial letters of their master's name; and a load of heavy 
iron hooks hung about their necks. Indeed on the most trifling occasions they were loaded with chains; 
and often instruments of torture were added. The iron muzzle, thumb-screws, &c. are so well known, 
as not to need a description, and were sometimes applied for the slightest faults. I have seen a negro 
beaten till some of his bones were broken, for even letting a pot boil over. Is it surprising that usage 
like this should drive the poor creatures to despair, and make them seek a refuge in death from those 
evils which render their lives intolerable? (v. I, p. 211-213) 
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I found Jamaica to be a very fine large island, well peopled, and the most considerable of the West India 
islands. There was a vast number of negroes here, whom I found as usual exceedingly imposed upon by the 
white people, and the slaves punished as in the other islands. There are negroes whose business it is to slog 
slaves; they go about to different people for employment, and the usual pay is from one to four bits. I saw 
many cruel punishments inflicted on the slaves in the short time I stayed here. In particular I was 
present when a poor fellow was tied up and kept hanging by the wrists at some distance from the 
ground, and then some half hundred weights were fixed to his ancles, in which posture he was slogged 
most unmercifully. There were also, as I heard, two different masters noted for cruelty on the island, who 
had staked up two negroes naked, and in two hours the vermin stung them to death. I heard a gentleman I 
well knew tell my captain that he passed sentence on a negro man to be burnt alive for attempting to poison 
an overseer. (v. II, p. 99-100) 

On the opportunities presented to him as a slave: 

I thought now of nothing but being freed, and working for myself, and thereby getting money to enable me to 
get a good education; for I always had a great desire to be able at least to read and write; and while I was on 
ship-board I had endeavoured to improve myself in both. While I was in the Ætna particularly, the 
captain's clerk taught me to write, and gave me a smattering of arithmetic as far as the rule of three. 
There was also one Daniel Queen, about forty years of age, a man very well educated, who messed with 
me on board this ship, and he likewise dressed and attended the captain. Fortunately this man soon 
became very much attached to me, and took very great pains to instruct me in many things. He taught 
me to shave and dress hair a little, and also to read in the Bible, explaining many passages to me, 
which I did not comprehend. I was wonderfully surprised to see the laws and rules of my country written 
almost exactly here; a circumstance which I believe tended to impress our manners and customs more deeply 
on my memory. I used to tell him of this resemblance; and many a time we have sat up the whole night 
together at this employment. In short, he was like a father to me; and some even used to call me after his 
name; they also styled me the black Christian. Indeed I almost loved him with the affection of a son. (v. I, p. 
171-172) 

And indeed I soon found that he fully deserved the good character which Captain Doran had given me of 
him; for he possessed a most amiable disposition and temper, and was very charitable and humane. If 
any of his slaves behaved amiss he did not beat or use them ill, but parted with them. This made them afraid 
of disobliging him; and as he treated his slaves better than any other man on the island, so he was better and 
more faithfully served by them in return. By his kind treatment I did at last endeavour to compose myself; 
and with fortitude, though moneyless, determined to face whatever fate had decreed for me. Mr. King soon 
asked me what I could do; and at the same time said he did not mean to treat me as a common slave. I 
told him I knew something of seamanship, and could shave and dress hair pretty well; and I could 
refine wines, which I had learned on shipboard, where I had often done it; and that I could write, and 
understood arithmetic tolerably well as far as the Rule of Three. He then asked me if I knew any thing 
of gauging; and, on my answering that I did not, he said one of his clerks should teach me to gauge. (v. 
I, p. 194-195) 

I had the good fortune to please my master in every department in which he employed me; and there was 
scarcely any part of his business, or household affairs, in which I was not occasionally engaged. I often 
supplied the place of a clerk, in receiving and delivering cargoes to the ships, in tending stores, and 
delivering goods: and, besides this, I used to shave and dress my master when convenient, and take 
care of his horse; and when it was necessary, which was very often, I worked likewise on board of different 
vessels of his. By these means I became very useful to my master; and saved him, as he used to 
acknowledge, above a hundred pounds a year. Nor did he scruple to say I was of more advantage to him than 
any of his clerks; though their usual wages in the West Indies are from sixty to a hundred pounds current a 
year. (v. I, p. 202-203) 
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After I had been sailing for some time with this captain, at length I endeavoured to try my luck and 
commence merchant. I had but a very small capital to begin with; for one single half bit, which is 
equal to three pence in England, made up my whole stock. However I trusted to the Lord to be with me; 
and at one of our trips to St. Eustatia, a Dutch island, I bought a glass tumbler with my half bit, and when 
I came to Montserrat I sold it for a bit, or sixpence. Luckily we made several successive trips to St. 
Eustatia (which was a general mart for the West Indies, about twenty leagues from Montserrat); and in our 
next, finding my tumbler so profitable, with this one bit I bought two tumblers more; and when I came 
back I sold them for two bits, equal to a shilling sterling. When we went again I bought with these two 
bits four more of these glasses, which I sold for four bits on our return to Montserrat: and in our next 
voyage to St. Eustatia I bought two glasses with one bit, and with the other three I bought a jug of Geneva, 
nearly about three pints in measure. When we came to Montserrat I sold the gin for eight bits, and the 
tumblers for two, so that my capital now amounted in all to a dollar, well husbanded and acquired in the 
space of a month or six weeks, when I blessed the Lord that I was so rich. As we sailed to different islands, I 
laid this money out in various things occasionally, and it used to turn out to very good account, especially 
when we went to Guadaloupe, Grenada, and the rest of the French islands. Thus was I going all about the 
islands upwards of four years, and ever trading as I went, during which I experienced many instances of 
ill usage, and have seen many injuries done to other negroes in our dealings with Europeans: and, amidst our 
recreations, when we have been dancing and merry-making, they, without cause, have molested and insulted 
us. (v. I, p. 233-235) 

On the “value” of slaves: 

The small account in which the life of a negro is held in the West Indies is so universally known, that it 
might seem impertinent to quote the following extract, if some people had not been hardy enough of late to 
assert that negroes are on the same footing in that respect as Europeans. By the 329th Act, page 125, of the 
Assembly of Barbadoes, it is enacted 'That if any negro, or other, slave, under punishment by his master, or 
his order, for running away, or any other crime or misdemeanor towards his said master, unfortunately shall 
suffer in life or member, no person whatsoever shall be liable to a fine; but if any man shall out of 
wantonness, or only of bloody-mindedness, or cruel intention, wilfully kill a negro, or other slave, of his 
own, he shall pay into the public treasury fifteen pounds sterling.'  (v. I, p. 217-218) 

On purchasing his freedom: 

When we had unladen the vessel, and I had sold my venture, finding myself master of about forty-seven 
pounds, I consulted my true friend, the Captain, how I should proceed in offering my master the 
money for my freedom. He told me to come on a certain morning, when he and my master would be at 
breakfast together. Accordingly, on that morning I went, and met the Captain there, as he had appointed. 
When I went in I made my obeisance to my master, and with my money in my hand, and many fears in my 
heart, I prayed him to be as good as his offer to me, when he was pleased to promise me my freedom as soon 
as I could purchase it. This speech seemed to confound him; he began to recoil: and my heart that instant 
sunk within me. 'What,' said he, 'give you your freedom? Why, where did you get the money? Have you 
got forty pounds sterling?' 'Yes, sir,' I answered. 'How did you get it?' replied he. I told him, very 
honestly. The Captain then said he knew I got the money very honestly and with much industry, and 
that I was particularly careful. On which my master replied, I got money much faster than he did; and said 
he would not have made me the promise he did if he had thought I should have got money so soon. 'Come, 
come,' said my worthy Captain, clapping my master on the back, 'Come, Robert, (which was his name) I 
think you must let him have his freedom; you have laid your money out very well; you have received good 
interest for it all this time, and here is now the principal at last. I know Gustavus has earned you more than an 
hundred a-year, and he will still save you money, as he will not leave you:--Come, Robert, take the money.' 
My master then said, he would not be worse than his promise; and, taking the money, told me to go to 
the Secretary at the Register Office, and get my manumission drawn up.  
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These words of my master were like a voice from heaven to me: in an instant all my trepidation was turned 
into unutterable bliss; and I most reverently bowed myself with gratitude, unable to express my feelings, but 
by the overflowing of my eyes, while my true and worthy friend, the Captain, congratulated us both with a 
peculiar degree of heart-felt pleasure. As soon as the first transports of my joy were over, and that I had 
expressed my thanks to these my worthy friends in the best manner I was able, I rose with a heart full of 
affection and reverence, and left the room, in order to obey my master's joyful mandate of going to the 
Register Office. As I was leaving the house I called to mind the words of the Psalmist, in the 126th Psalm, 
and like him, 'I glorified God in my heart, in whom I trusted.' These words had been impressed on my mind 
from the very day I was forced from Deptford to the present hour, and I now saw them, as I thought, fulfilled 
and verified. My imagination was all rapture as I flew to the Register Office, and, in this respect, like the 
apostle Peter, *(whose deliverance from prison was so sudden and extraordinary, that he thought he was in a 
vision) I could scarcely believe I was awake. Heavens! who could do justice to my feelings at this moment! 
Not conquering heroes themselves, in the midst of a triumph--Not the tender mother who has just regained 
her long-lost infant, and presses it to her heart--Not the weary hungry mariner, at the fight of the desired 
friendly port--Not the lover, when he once more embraces his beloved mistress, after she had been ravished 
from his arms!--All within my breast was tumult, wildness, and delirium! My feet scarcely touched the 
ground, for they were winged with joy, and, like Elijah, as he rose to Heaven; they 'were with lightning sped 
as I 'went on.' Every one I met I told of my happiness, and blazed about the virtue of my amiable master and 
captain. When I got to the office and acquainted the Register with my errand he congratulated me on 
the occasion, and told me he would draw up my manumission for half price, which was a guinea. I 
thanked him for his kindness; and, having received it and paid him, I hastened to my master to get 
him to sign it, that I might be fully released. Accordingly he signed the manumission that day, so that, 
before night, I who had been a slave in the morning, trembling at the will of another, was become my 
own master, and completely free. I thought this was the happiest day I had ever experienced; and my 
joy was still heightened by the blessings and prayers of the fable race, particularly the aged, to whom my 
heart had ever been attached with reverence. 

        As the form of my manumission has something peculiar in it, and expresses the absolute power and 
dominion one man claims over his fellow, I shall beg leave to present it before my readers at full length: 

        Montserrat.--To all men unto whom these presents shall come: I Robert King, of the parish of St. 
Anthony in the said island, merchant, send greeting: Know ye, that I the aforesaid Robert King, for and in 
consideration of the sum of seventy pounds current money of the said island, to me in hand paid, and to the 
intent that a negro man-slave, named Gustavus Vassa, shall and may become free, have manumitted, 
emancipated, enfranchised, and set free, and by these presents do manumit, emancipate, enfranchise, and set 
free, the aforesaid negro man-slave, named Gustavus Vassa, for ever, hereby giving, granting, and releasing 
unto him, the said Gustavus Vassa, all right, title, dominion, sovereignty, and property, which, as lord and 
master over the aforesaid Gustavus Vassa, I had, or now I have, or by any means whatsever I may or can 
hereafter possibly have over him the aforesaid negro, for ever. In witness whereof I the above-said Robert 
King have unto these presents set my hand and seal, this tenth day of July, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and sixty-six. 

ROBERT KING. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of Terrylegay, Montserrat. Registered the within manumission 
at full length, this eleventh day of July, 1766, in liber D.  

TERRYLEGAY, Register. (v. II, p. 11-19) 
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On the poor treatment of free blacks: 

While we lay in this place a very cruel thing happened on board of our sloop which filled me with horror; 
though I found afterwards such practices were frequent. There was a very clever and decent free young 
mulatto-man who sailed a long time with us: he had a free woman for his wife, by whom he had a 
child; and she was then living on shore, and all very happy. Our captain and mate, and other people on 
board, and several elsewhere, even the natives of Bermudas, all knew this young man from a child that 
he was always free, and no one had ever claimed him as their property: however, as might too often 
overcomes right in these parts, it happened that a Bermudas captain, whose vessel lay there for a few 
days in the road, came on board of us, and seeing the mulattoman, whose name was Joseph Clipson, he 
told him he was not free, and that he had orders from his master to bring him to Bermudas. The poor 
man could not believe the captain to be in earnest; but he was very soon undeceived, his men laying 
violent hands on him: and although he shewed a certificate of his being born free in St. Kitt's, and 
most people on board knew that he served his time to boat-building, and always passed for a free man, 
yet he was taken forcibly out of our vessel. He then asked to be carried ashore before the secretary or 
magistrates, and these infernal invaders of human rights promised him he should; but, instead of that, 
they carried him on board of the other vessel: and the next day, without giving the poor man any 
hearing on shore, or suffering him even to see his wife or child, he was carried away, and probably 
doomed never more in this world to see them again.  

Nor was this the only instance of this kind of barbarity I was a witness to. I have since often seen in Jamaica 
and other islands free men, whom I have known in America, thus villainously trepanned and held in 
bondage. I have heard of two similar practices even in Philadelphia: and were it not for the benevolence of 
the quakers in that city many of the sable race, who now breathe the air of liberty, would, I believe, be 
groaning indeed under some planter's chains. These things opened my mind to a new scene of horror to 
which I had been before a stranger. Hitherto I had thought only slavery dreadful; but the state of a free 
negro appeared to me now equally so at least, and in some respects even worse, for they live in 
constant alarm for their liberty; and even this is but nominal, for they are universally insulted and 
plundered without the possibility of redress; for such is the equity of of the West Indian laws, that no 
free negro's evidence will be admitted in their courts of justice. In this situation is it surprising that 
slaves, when mildly treated, should prefer even the misery of slavery to such a mockery of freedom? I was 
now completely disgusted with the West Indies, and thought I never should be entirely free until I had left 
them. (v. I, p. 247-250) 

After our arrival we went up to the town of Savannah; and the same evening I went to a friend's house to 
lodge, whose name was Mosa, a black man. We were very happy at meeting each other; and after supper we 
had a light till it was between nine and ten o'clock at night. About that time the watch or patrol came by; and, 
discerning a light in the house, they knocked at the door: we opened it; and they came in and sat down, and 
drank some punch with us: they also begged some limes of me, as they understood I had some, which I 
readily gave them. A little after this they told me I must go to the watch-house with them: this surprised me a 
good deal, after our kindness to them; and I asked them, Why so? They said that all negroes who had light in 
their houses after nine o'clock were to be taken into custody, and either pay some dollars or be slogged. 
Some of those people knew that I was a free man; but, as the man of the house was not free, and had his 
master to protect him, they did not take the same liberty with him they did with me. I told them that I was a 
free man, and just arrived from Providence; that we were not making any noise, and that I was not a stranger 
in that place, but was very well known there: 'Besides,' said I, 'what will you 'do with me?'--'That you shall 
see,' replied they, 'but you must go to the 'watch-house with us.' Now whether they meant to get money from 
me or not I was at a loss to know; but I thought immediately of the oranges and limes at Santa Cruz: and 
seeing that nothing would pacify them I went with them to the watch-house, where I remained during the 
night. Early the the next morning these imposing ruffians slogged a negro-man and woman that they had in 
the watch-house, and then they told me that I must be slogged too. I asked why? and if there was no law for 
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free men? And told them if there was I would have it put in force against them. But this only exasperated 
them the more; and instantly they swore they would serve me as Doctor Perkins had done; and they were 
going to lay violent hands on me; when one of them, more humane than the rest, said that as I was a free man 
they could not justify stripping me by law. I then immediately sent for Doctor Brady, who was known to be 
an honest and worthy man; and on his coming to my assistance they let me go. (v. II, p. 66-69) 

The vessel then failed along the river till night, when she stopped in a lagoon within the same river. During 
the night a schooner belonging to the same owners came in, and, as she was in want of hands, Hughes, the 
owner of the sloop, asked me to go in the schooner as a sailor, and said he would give me wages. I 
thanked him; but I said I wanted to go to Jamaica. He then immediately changed his tone, and swore, 
and abused me very much, and asked how I came to be freed. I told him, and said that I came into that 
vicinity with Dr. Irving, whom he had seen that day. This account was of no use; he still swore 
exceedingly at me, and cursed the master for a fool that sold me my freedom, and the doctor for 
another in leting me go from him. Then he desired me to go in the schooner, or else I should not go out 
of the sloop as a freeman. I said this was very hard, and begged to be put on shore again; but he swore 
that I should not. I said I had been twice amongst the Turks, yet had never seen any such usage with them, 
and much less could I have expected any thing of this kind amongst Christians. This incensed him 
exceedingly; and, with a volley of oaths and imprecations, he replied, 'Christians! Damn you, you are one of 
St. Paul's men; but by G--, except you have St. Paul's or St. Peter's faith, and walk upon the water to the 
shore, you shall not go out of the vessel;' which I now found was going amongst the Spaniards towards 
Carthagena, where he swore he would sell me. I simply asked him what right he had to sell me? but, without 
another word, he made some of his people tie ropes round each of my ancles, and also to each wrist, 
and another rope round my body, and hoisted me up without letting my feet touch or rest upon any 
thing. Thus I hung, without any crime committed, and without judge or jury; merely because I was a 
free man, and could not by the law get any redress from a white person in those parts of the world. I 
was in great pain from my situation, and cried and begged very hard for some mercy; but all in vain. My 
tyrant, in a great rage, brought a musquet out of the cabin, and loaded it before me and the crew, and swore 
that he would shoot me if I cried any more. I had now no alternative; I therefore remained silent, seeing not 
one white man on board who said a word on my behalf. I hung in that manner from between ten and eleven 
o'clock at night till about one in the morning; when, finding my cruel abuser fast asleep, I begged some of his 
slaves to slack the rope that was round my body, that my feet might rest on something. This they did at the 
risk of being cruelly used by their master, who beat some of them severely at first for not tying me when he 
commanded them. Whilst I remained in this condition, till between five and fix o'clock next morning, I trust I 
prayed to God to forgive this blasphemer, who cared not what he did, but when he got up out of his sleep in 
the morning was of the very same temper and disposition as when he left me at night. When they got up the 
anchor, and the vessel was getting under way, I once more cried and begged to be released; and now, being 
fortunately in the way of their hoisting the sails, they released me. (v. II, p. 194-198) 

On his baptism: 

While I was attending these ladies their servants told me I could not go to Heaven unless I was baptized. This 
made me very uneasy; for I had now some faint idea of a future state: accordingly I communicated my 
anxiety to the eldest Miss Guerin, with whom I was become a favourite, and pressed her to have me baptized; 
when to my great joy, she told me I should. She had formerly asked my master to let me be baptized, but he 
had refused; however she now insisted on it; and he being under some obligation to her brother complied 
with her request; so I was baptized in St. Margaret's church, Westminster, in February 1759, by my present 
name. The clergyman, at the same time, gave me a book, called a Guide to the Indians, written by the Bishop 
of Sodor and Man. On this occasion Miss Guerin did me the honour to stand as godmother, and afterwards 
gave me a treat. (v. I, p. 133-134) 
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On providence/religion: 

This escape of Mr. Mondle, which he, as well as myself, always considered as a singular act of Providence, I 
believe had a great influence on his life and conduct ever afterwards. 

Now that I am on this subject I beg leave to relate another instance or two which strongly raised my belief of 
the particular interposition of Heaven, and which might not otherwise have found a place here, from their 
insignificance. I belonged for a few days in the year 1758 to the Jason, of fifty-four guns, at Plymouth; and 
one night, when I was on board, a woman, with a child at her breast, fell from the upper-deck down 
into the hold, near the keel. Every one thought that the mother and child must be both dashed to 
pieces: but, to our great surprise, neither of them was hurt. I myself one day fell headlong from the 
upper-deck of the Etna down the after-hold, when the ballast was out; and all who saw me fall cried out I was 
killed: but I received not the least injury. And in the same ship a man fell from the masthead on the deck 
without being hurt. In these, and in many more instances, I thought I could plainly trace the hand of 
God, without whose permission a sparrow cannot fall. I began to raise my fear from man to him alone, 
and to call daily on his holy name with fear and reverence: and I trust he heard my supplications, and 
graciously condescended to answer me according to his holy word, and to implant the seeds of piety in me, 
even one of the meanest of his creatures. (v. I, p. 159-161) 

On his religious conversion: 

In these severe conflicts the Lord answered me by awful 'visions of the night, 'when deep sleep falleth upon 
men, in 'slumberings upon the bed,' Job xxxiii. 15. He was pleased, in much mercy, to give me to see, and in 
some measure to understand, the great and awful scene of the judgment-day, that 'no 'unclean person, no 
unholy thing, can 'enter into the kingdom of God,' Eph. v. 5. I would then, if it had been possible, have 
changed my nature with the meanest worm on the earth; and was ready to say to the mountains and rocks 'fall 
on me,' Rev. vi. 16; but all in vain. I then requested the divine Creator that he would grant me a small space 
of time to repent of my follies and vile iniquities, which I felt were grievous. The Lord, in his manifold 
mercies, was pleased to grant my request, and being yet in a state of time, the sense of God's mercies was so 
great on my mind when I awoke, that my strength entirely failed me for many minutes, and I was 
exceedingly weak. This was the first spiritual mercy I ever was sensible of, and being on praying ground, as 
soon as I recovered a little strength, and got out of bed and dressed myself, I invoked Heaven from my 
inmost soul, and fervently begged that God would never again permit me to blaspheme his most holy name. 
(v. II, p. 125-126) 

On the economics of slavery; anti-slavery sentiment: 

I have sometimes heard it asserted that a negro cannot earn his master the first cost; but nothing can be 
further from the truth. I suppose nine tenths of the mechanics throughout the West Indies are negro slaves; 
and I well know the coopers among them earn two dollars a day; the carpenters the same, and oftentimes 
more; as also the masons, smiths, and fishermen, &c. and I have known many slaves whose masters would 
not take a thousand pounds current for them. But surely this assertion refutes itself; for, if it be true, why do 
the planters and merchants pay such a price for slaves? And, above all, why do those who make this assertion 
exclaim the most loudly against the abolition of the slave trade? So much are men blinded, and to such 
inconsistent arguments are they driven by mistaken interest! I grant, indeed, that slaves are some 
times, by half-feeding, half-clothing, over-working and stripes, reduced so low, that they are turned 
out as unfit for service, and left to perish in the woods, or expire on a dunghill. (v. I, p. 203-204) 

I remember in the vessel in which I was brought over, in the men's apartment, there were several brothers, 
who, in the sale, were sold in different lots; and it was very moving on this occasion to see and hear their 
cries at parting. O, ye nominal Christians! might not an African ask you, learned you this from your 
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God, who says unto you, Do unto all men as you would men should do unto you? Is it not enough that 
we are torn from our country and friends to toil for your luxury and lust of gain? Must every tender 
feeling be likewise sacrificed to your avarice? (v. I, p. 87) 

Nor was such usage as this confined to particular places or individuals; for, in all the different islands in 
which I have been (and I have visited no less than fifteen) the treatment of the slaves was nearly the same; so 
nearly indeed, that the history of an island, or even a plantation, with a few such exceptions as I have 
mentioned, might serve for a history of the whole. Such a tendency has the slave-trade to debauch men's 
minds, and harden them to every feeling of humanity! For I will not suppose that the dealers in slaves are 
born worse than other men--No; it is the fatality of this mistaken avarice, that it corrupts the milk of 
human kindness and turns it into gall. And, had the pursuits of those men been different, they might 
have been as generous, as tender-hearted and just, as they are unfeeling, rapacious and cruel. Surely 
this traffic cannot be good, which spreads like a pestilence, and taints what it touches! which violates 
that first natural right of mankind, equality and independency, and gives one man a dominion over his 
fellows which God could never intend! For it raises the owner to a state as far above man as it depresses the 
slave below it; and, with all the presumption of human pride, sets a distinction between them, immeasurable 
in extent, and endless in duration! Yet how mistaken is the avarice even of the planters? Are slaves more 
useful by being thus humbled to the condition of brutes, than they would be if suffered to enjoy the privileges 
of men? The freedom which diffuses health and prosperity throughout Britain answers you--No. When you 
make men slaves you deprive them of half their virtue, you set them in your own conduct an example of 
fraud, rapine, and cruelty, and compel them to live with you in a state of war; and yet you complain that they 
are not honest or faithful! You stupify them with stripes, and think it necessary to keep them in a state of 
ignorance; and yet you assert that they are incapable of learning; that their minds are such a barren soil or 
moor, that culture would be lost on them; and that they come from a climate, where nature, though prodigal 
of her bounties in a degree unknown to yourselves, has left man alone scant and unfinished, and incapable of 
enjoying the treasures she has poured out for him!--An assertion at once impious and absurd. Why do you 
use those instruments of torture? Are they fit to be applied by one rational being to another; And are ye not 
struck with shame and mortification, to see the partakers of your nature reduced so low? But, above all, are 
there no dangers attending this mode of treatment? Are you not hourly in dread of an insurrection? (v. I, p. 
222-226) 

On the French & Indian (Seven Years’) War: 

Sometime afterwards the ship went to Leith in Scotland, and from thence to the Orkneys, where I was 
surprised in seeing scarcely any night: and from thence we sailed with a great fleet, full of soldiers, for 
England. All this time we had never come to an engagement, though we were frequently cruising off the 
coast of France: during which we chased many vessels, and took in all seventeen prizes. I had been 
learning many of the manoeuvres of the ship during our cruise; and I was several times made to fire the guns. 
(v. I, p. 113-114) 

The engagement now commenced with great fury on both sides: the Ocean immediately returned our fire, 
and we continued engaged with each other for some time; during which I was frequently stunned with the 
thundering of the great guns, whose dreadful contents hurried many of my companions into awful eternity. 
At last the French line was entirely broken, and we obtained the victory, which was immediately proclaimed 
with loud huzzas and acclamations. We took three prizes, La Modeste, of sixty-four guns, and Le Temeraire 
and Centaur, of seventy-four guns each. (v. I, p. 146-147) 

On George Whitfield/Great Awakening: 

One Sunday morning while I was here, as I was going to church, I chanced to pass a meeting-house. The 
doors being open, and the house full of people, it excited my curiosity to go in. When I entered the house, to 
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my great surprise, I saw a very tall woman standing in the midst of them, speaking in an audible voice 
something which I could not understand. Having never seen anything of this kind before, I stood and 
stared about me for some time, wondering at this odd scene. As soon as it was over I took an opportunity to 
make inquiry about the place and people, when I was informed they were called Quakers. I particularly asked 
what that woman I saw in the midst of them had said, but none of them were pleased to satisfy me; so I 
quitted them, and soon after, as I was returning, I came to a church crowded with people; the church-
yard was full likewise, and a number of people were even mounted on ladders, looking in at the 
windows. I thought this a strange fight, as I had never seen churches, either in England or the West Indies, 
crowded in this manner before. I therefore made bold to ask some people the meaning of all this, and 
they told me the Rev. Mr. George Whitfield was preaching. I had often heard of this gentleman, and had 
wished to see and hear him; but I had never before had an opportunity. I now therefore resolved to gratify 
myself with the fight, and I pressed in amidst the multitude. When I got into the church I saw this pious 
man exhorting the people with the greatest fervour and earnestness, and sweating as much as I ever 
did while in slavery on Montserrat beach. I was very much struck and impressed with this; I thought it 
strange I had never seen divines exert themselves in this manner before, and I was no longer at a loss 
to account for the thin congregations they preached to.(v. II, p. 3-6) 

On mission to the Arctic: 

On the 28th of June, being in lat. 78, we made Greenland, where I was surprised to see the sun did not set. 
The weather now became extremely cold; and as we sailed between north and east, which was our course, we 
saw many very high and curious mountains of ice; and also a great number of very large whales, which used 
to come close to our ship, and blow the water up to a very great height in the air. One morning we had vast 
quantities of sea-horses about the ship, which neighed exactly like any other horses. We fired some harpoon 
guns amongst them, in order to take some, but we could not get any. The 30th, the captain of a Greenland 
ship came on board, and told us of three ships that were lost in the ice; however we still held on our course 
till July the 11th, when we were stopt by one compact impenetrable body of ice. We ran along it from 
east to west above ten degrees; and on the 27th we got as far north as 80, 37; and in 19 or 20 degrees east 
longitude from London. On the 29th and 30th of July we saw one continued plain of smooth unbroken ice, 
bounded only by the horizon; and we fastened to a piece of ice that was eight yards eleven inches thick. We 
had generally sunshine, and constant daylight; which gave cheerfulness and novelty to the whole of this 
striking, grand, and uncommon scene; and, to heighten it still more, the reflection of the sun from the ice 
gave the clouds a most beautiful appearance. We killed many different animals at this time, and among 
the rest nine bears. Though they had nothing in their paunches but water yet they were all very fat. We used 
to decoy them to the ship sometimes by burning feathers or skins, I thought them coarse eating, but some of 
the ship's company relished them very much. Some of our people once, in the boat, fired at and wounded a 
seahorse, which dived immediately; and, in a little time after, brought up with it a number of others. They all 
joined in an attack upon the boat, and were with difficulty prevented from staving or oversetting her; but a 
boat from the Carcass having come to assist ours, and joined it, they dispersed, after having wrested an oar 
from one of the men. One of the ship's boats had before been attacked in the same manner, but happily no 
harm was done. Though we wounded several of these animals we never got but one. We remained 
hereabouts until the 1st of August; when the two ships got completely fastened in the ice, occasioned by 
the loose ice that set in from the sea. This made our situation very dreadful and alarming; so that on 
the 7th day we were in very great apprehension of having the ships squeezed to pieces. The officers now 
held a council to know what was best for us to do in order to save our lives; and it was determined that we 
should endeavour to escape by dragging our boats along the ice towards the sea; which, however, was farther 
off than any of us thought. This determination filled us with extreme dejection, and confounded us with 
despair; for we had very little prospect of escaping with life. However, we sawed some of the ice about the 
ships to keep it from hurting them; and thus kept them in a kind of pond. We then began to drag the boats as 
well as we could towards the sea; but, after two or three days labour, we made very little progress; so that 
some of our hearts totally failed us, and I really began to give up myself for lost, when I saw our surrounding 
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calamities. While we were at this hard labour I once fell into a pond we had made amongst some loose ice, 
and was very near being drowned; but providentially some people were near who gave me immediate 
assistance, and thereby I escaped drowning. Our deplorable condition, which kept up the constant 
apprehension of our perishing in the ice, brought me gradually to think of eternity in such a manner as I 
never had done before. I had the fears of death hourly upon me, and shuddered at the thoughts of meeting the 
grim king of terrors in the natural state I then was in, and was exceedingly doubtful of a happy eternity if I 
should die in it. I had no hopes of my life being prolonged for any time; for we saw that our existence could 
not be long on the ice after leaving the ships, which were now out of fight, and some miles from the boats. 
Our appearance now became truly lamentable; pale dejection seized every countenance; many, who 
had been before blasphemers, in this our distress began to call on the good God of heaven for his help; 
and in the time of our utter need he heard us, and against hope or human probability delivered us! It 
was the eleventh day of the ships being thus fastened, and the fourth of our drawing the boats in this manner, 
that the wind changed to the E. N. E. The weather immediately became mild, and the ice broke towards the 
sea, which was to the S. W. of us. Many of us on this got on board again, and with all our might we hove the 
ships into every open water we could find, and made all the sail on them in our power; and now, having a 
prospect of success, we made signals for the boats and the remainder of the people. (v. II, p. 106-112) 

On Quakers and Philadelphia: 

“We refitted as well as we could the next day, and proceeded on our voyage, and in May arrived at 
Philadelphia. I was very glad to see this favourite old town once more; and my pleasure was much increased 
in seeing the worthy quakers freeing and easing the burthens of many of my oppressed African brethren. It 
rejoiced my heart when one of these friendly people took me to see a free-school they had erected for 
every denomination of black people, whose minds are cultivated here and forwarded to virtue; and 
thus they are made useful members of the community. Does not the success of this practice say loudly 
to the planters in the language of scripture--"Go ye and do likewise?"” (v. II, p. 226) 

On the “Back to Africa” movement: 

“On my return to London in August I was very agreeably surprised to find that the benevolence of 
government had adopted the plan of some philanthropic individuals to send the Africans from hence 
to their native quarter; and that some vessels were then engaged to carry them to Sierra Leone; an act 
which redounded to the honour of all concerned in its promotion, and filled me with prayers and much 
rejoicing. There was then in the city a select committee of gentlemen for the black poor, to some of whom I 
had the honour of being known; and, as soon as they heard of my arrival they sent for me to the committee. 
When I came there they informed me of the intention of government; and as they seemed to think me 
qualified to superintend part of the undertaking, they asked me to go with the black poor to Africa. I 
pointed out to them many objections to my going; and particularly I expressed some difficulties on the 
account of the slave dealers, as I would certainly oppose their traffic in the human species by every 
means in my power. However these objections were over-ruled by the gentlemen of the committee, who 
prevailed on me to go, and recommended me to the honourable Comssimioners of his Majesty's Navy as a 
proper person to act as commissary for government in the intended expedition; and they accordingly 
appointed me in November 1786 to that office and gave me sufficient power to act for the government in the 
capacity of commissary, having received my warrant and the following order…”(v. II, p. 230-232) 

*All page references are to the original text, published 1789, available online at: 

http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/equiano1/menu.html 

http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/equiano2/menu.html 
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The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano 
 

Selected Websites of Interest 
 
 
http://www.brycchancarey.com/equiano/ 
Very good overall Equiano website, including selections from the book, links to other websites, and 
a nice summary of the debate over Equiano’s birth. 
 
http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/equiano1/menu.html 
http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/equiano2/menu.html 
E-text of the book. 
 
http://www.equiano.org/ 
Another general site, not as thorough as the one above. It does provide a more thorough list of links 
to other sites of interest. 
 
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schooladventures/slavery/equiano.html 
Nice interactive site, oriented towards students. Interactive timeline. 
 
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/leisure/archives/online/slavery/gustavusvassa.htm 
Several primary sources associated with Equiano, including his marriage records, will, and letters 
supporting the book. 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/abolition/launch_anim_slavery.shtml 
Neat interactive map of Equiano’s adventures. Click “Launch map” and follow links to Equiano. 

 

http://www.brycchancarey.com/equiano/
http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/equiano1/menu.html
http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/equiano2/menu.html
http://www.equiano.org/
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schooladventures/slavery/equiano.html
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/leisure/archives/online/slavery/gustavusvassa.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/abolition/launch_anim_slavery.shtml

